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S u r v e y i n g  t h e  N e w  J e r s e y  

L a n d s c a p e  O p e n s  
We call New Jersey the Garden 

State.  And if you were to explore 

all of its 7,417 square miles, you 

might come to see that this tiny 

state (only 3 other states are 

smaller!) has some of the most 

diverse and beautiful and varied 

landscapes in the country.   Our 

new Main Gallery exhibit, Surveying 

the New Jersey Landscape, provides a modest survey of all that New 

Jersey has to offer its residents and visitors.   METC’s board and staff 

recently celebrated the exhibit opening with members and friends on 

January 23, 2020.   

This new exhibit not only features a number of authentic objects from 

METC’s collection such as surveying equipment and gardening tools, but 

also includes many historic maps of New Jersey and of Madison. 

Additional objects on loan from the Morris County Historical Society and 

the Morris County Parks Commission help round out the exhibit and 

illustrate the rich history of surveying and landscape architecture in New 

Jersey.  Did you know that one of the earliest and most prominent 

landscape architects was a woman who resided in New Jersey?  Her 

name was Martha Brookes Hutcheson (1871-1959).  In her work she 

incorporated ecofeminist terms, meaning her landscape architecture 

required the designer to work with plants and landforms to incorporate 

them naturally into the environment.   

While many museums are developing exhibits and programming related 

to sustainability and environmental issues, we took the opportunity to 

use our own backyard as the backdrop for examining the environment.  

By understanding the history of land development, mapping, and how 

our landscapes have changed over time, museums can help foster 

conversations about contemporary issues like climate change and 

conservation.  We hope by visiting Surveying the New Jersey Landscape, 

you may gain a better understanding of history and be inspired to 

consider what we can do to help our precious land. 

I n  Th i s  I s sue  
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F r o m  t h e  D i r e c t o r :  

Opportunities and Challenges 
 Ask anyone who works at a museum and they will tell you that there is no typical work 
day. Each day brings new people, new challenges, new ideas and new surprises.  I think 
it's helpful if we think of museums as living, breathing institutions-- places where people 
come to learn, to study, to relax and to be able to do this all at their own pace.   This 
change from the musty, quiet halls of the past is a welcome one, with museums more 
open to new ideas such as embracing inclusiveness, engaging diverse audiences and 
actively confronting social issues or previously taboo subjects.  Mary Anne Carter, the 
new chairperson of the NEA called museums “…community magnets and anchors…" 
that bring communities together.   

It is important for us at METC to make sure that everyone who makes up our 
community feels welcome and connected not just to New Jersey history, but to each other and to the world at large.  
This is why we are actively working to address the community's needs in terms of the overall environment of METC 
in an effort to provide adequate space, proper ambiance, excellent programs, a safe and secure facility, vibrant 
speakers, and thoughtful and informative exhibits. 

I want to thank the Park Avenue Club for their generous partnership as part of March Membership Month @ 
METC.  They are offering a special complimentary lunch and tour to museum members interested in learning more 
about the Club.  Learn more about this offer on Page 6 of our newsletter! And don't forget, we are always eager to 
have you share with us what types of programs and events you might like to see more of at METC!  Feel free to 
email info@metc.org and give us your thoughts and ideas!!  
 

—Deborah Farrar Starker, Executive Director 

T h e  C h a i r m a n ’ s  L e t t e r :  
 

Change is Constant  

History museum ... doesn't that sound like a dusty old place where nothing has changed, 
like forever? Not at METC! There's so much changing around here that it's hard to keep 
up. 

Our latest exhibit just opened so now we're hard at work on the next one. 

The historic James Library Building opened in 1900 as Madison's public library, and then 
reopened in 1970 as our museum. This beautiful building is one of our precious artifacts, 
with its built-by-hand construction and extensive decorative elements. Last year we 
completed the restoration of the exterior. Now we turn our attention to the interior, 
battling the ravages of time and water. This will be another multi-year project with 

intrusive projects that will lead to more change. 

To echo our director’s comments, our Staff and Board of Trustees are working together to create an updated 
museum that will appeal to our modern audiences of all ages. We need to maximize the use of our space, and 
perhaps find new space to accommodate expanded public and educational programming. 

But what never changes is our determination to educate and entertain our members and patrons. You, and your 
ideas and suggestions, are always welcome at METC! 

—Thomas H. Judd 
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M a r c h  
 
St. Patrick’s Day @ METC 
Saturday, March 14, 11am-3pm 
Cost: Included with Museum Admission 
METC is shamrockin’ for St. Patrick’s Day! Join us on 
Saturday, March 14 from 11am to 3pm for St. Paddy’s 
Day story time and a variety of crafts going on all day, 
from coffee filter shamrocks to ‘stained glass’ rainbows. 
Pre-registration recommended as supplies are limited. 
Register at www.metc.org.  
 
METC Architecture Tour 
Sunday, March 15, 1:30pm 
Cost: $15 
METC's Architecture Tour is back by popular demand! 
On Sunday March 15 at 1:30pm, docent and architectural 
historian Alison Grenier-Poupel will lead an interior and 
exterior tour of our own James Library, Morris County’s 
most magnificent building. Tickets are $15 per person. 
Pre-registration is required and space is limited. Register 
at www.metc.org. 
 
NJ Animals from Past to Present (Ages 3-5) 
Monday. March 16,4-4:45pm  
Cost: $10 per child 
Join one of METC's educators as we explore the animals 
that roamed New Jersey 200 years ago and today! Each 
class will feature a different animal native to New Jersey, 
with related crafts and stories. This month: Bald Eagle. 
Pre-registration required at www.metc.org.  
 
NJ Makers Day: Launch Lab @ METC 
Saturday. March 21 ,11am-3pm  
Launch your way into Makers Day on March 21 by 
creating your own mini catapult at METC! Using simple 
physics, participants will be able to design, build, and 
experiment with their catapult, and of course launch 
some fun projectiles across the room! Pre-registration 
recommended as supplies are limited. Register at 
www.metc.org 
 
 

Conquering  Everest 
Thursday, March 26 ,7pm Museum galleries open at 6pm 
Cost: $8, $5 for METC Members 
Dan Stringham is a Randolph resident and experienced 

high-altitude mountaineer. Join METC to hear Dan’s 

story of how he conquered one of Earth’s most extreme 

landscapes and climbed to the summit of Mt. Everest. 

Pre-registration is recommended, as space is limited. 

A p r i l  
 

Stuf fed Animal  Sleepover  
Friday, April 3, 4-5pm 
Cost: $5 per child 
Children are invited to bring their favorite stuffed animal 
or doll for a sleepover at the Museum! After snack and 
story time together, the stuffed friends are tucked in, 
kissed goodnight and left in the good hands of the METC 
staff. But like all good sleepovers, after dark at the 
Museum is when the fun begins! When children return 
anytime between 10 am and 4 pm on Sat. April 4 for pick 
up, they will decorate a framed picture of their favorite 
friend showing the "trouble" they got into at the Museum. 
Pre-registration required at www.metc.org 
 
Smithsonian Museum Day  
Saturday, April 4, 11am– 4pm 
Cost: Free Admission 
Join METC  on Smithsonian Magazine Museum Day with 
Free admission. What better way to celebrate Museum 
Day’s national theme  #EarthOptimism, than a visit to 
the  Main Gallery exhibit, which celebrates our state’s 
diverse landscapes! 
 
Spr ing Break Drop In Crafts  
April 7,8,9,14, 11:30am –3:30pm 
Cost: $5 per child 
Spend Spring Break at METC by exploring your creative 
side with Drop-In Crafts! Stop by anytime from 11:30am 
to 3:30pm. Pre-registration recommended as supplies 
are limited. Register at www.metc.org.  
 

  

For more information and to register for these events and more visit www.metc.org or call 973-377-2982 

Calendar of Events 

http://www.metc.org
http://www.metc.org
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M a p p i n g  N e w  J e r s e y  
Some of the most fascinating objects on display in our main gallery 

exhibit, Surveying the New Jersey Landscape, are the various maps of 

New Jersey. One of the maps on display is a reproduction from the 

collection of the New York Public Library. It was created by British 

cartographers John Seller and William Fisher in 1676 to entice people 

to settle in New Jersey. The map depicts geographic landmarks, local 

wildlife, and buildings. Today, people tend to divide our state 

geographically with North Jersey, South Jersey, and sometimes, Central 

Jersey. But that was not always the case. In 1676, the territory was 

divided into East New Jersey and West New Jersey, not north and 

south, which is also  marked on the map.  

Another map on display shows a more traditional map of New Jersey, 

which was drawn right here in Madison in 1815 by Jane Pierson, a student at the Madison Academy, which was 

located on the corner of Ridgedale Avenue. She drew this map when she was 17 years old and took care to mark 

each of the counties and many towns throughout the state.  

Make sure you come see Surveying the New Jersey Landscape at METC to see these fascinating maps and more! 

Re s t o r a t i o n  U p d a t e s  
In 2019 the museum was awarded funding from the Morris County Historic 

Preservation Trust and the Borough of Madison’s Open Space, Recreation, and 

Historic Preservation Fund to continue with the restoration of the James Library 

Building. Over the past few months, architectural conservator Christina Burris of 

Historic Building Architects has uncovered a story of the hand-painted stenciling that so 

many visitors come through and marvel at inside the museum each week. This story 

illustrates the different lives of the paint layers from construction 

in 1899 through 20th century restoration repairs, unlocking some 

of the mysteries staff have wondered about throughout the years. 

This story will guide Historic Building Architects and METC staff 

in how to approach the needed restoration of the stenciling in 

different areas of the museum.  

Part of Christina’s process was to also test a number of cleaning solutions not just for the 

paint stenciling but on the masonry mantel piece inside the Main Gallery - home to the 

decorative depiction of St. George and the Dragon. METC staff worked with Christina to 

assist in the removal of a test cleaning solution on the masonry, a process that involved 

pulling a rubber mask-like substance off the surface to observe the results. METC will be 

concluding this phase of grant funding in the coming year and then determine how to 

proceed with restoration. 

  

Courtesy of the New York Public Library 
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The METC Education Department is excited to launch a brand new 
school program for the 2019-2020 school year: Challenges & 
Choices: Immigrant Experiences in 19th Century New Jersey. This 
program focuses on early to mid-19th century immigration to the 
United States, but the themes it addresses are relevant for 
immigration at any time.  
 
Students participating in the program will explore the challenges 
involved in moving to a new country by packing actual 19th century 
objects for their trip, helping them understand the difficult choices a 
change like this entails. They then take on the identity of a real 
person who immigrated to Morris County in the first half of the 19th 
century and use the museum exhibits to think about what that 
individual would do as they adjust to their new life.  
 
Fourth graders from Scholars Academy in Orange came for this 

program in December. “They had a great time and loved getting to take on the role of an actual immigrant to the 
US,” said their teacher Regina Nadbielny. And for these students, engagement did not end when they left METC: 
Back at school they  created a project around their individual. Participating in classroom activities directly related 
to school museum field trips has been shown to be a vital component in maximizing the impact of these trips on 
learning. 
 
This new program also tied perfectly into classroom activities for the 3rd graders from Woodland School in Warren 
Township, who attended this program recently. The students had all just researched an immigrant in their own 
family, and a few of these students even presented their project to the Warren Township Board of Education. 

N e w  I m m i g r a t i o n  p r o g r a m  a t  M E TC  

  

Thank you to the MCJ Amelior Foundation for their support 

of the Museum of Early Trades & Crafts 

Thank you to the Allergan 

Foundation for supporting the 

Museum of Early Trades & Crafts 
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Each season METC re-stocks the museum store with new children’s toys, 

New Jersey history books, and handmade products from local artisans. 

Here, you will find new scents and soaps from Garden Goat, Ubuntu 

Candles, and others just in time for Valentine’s Day.  

Ceramic artist Jodi Sommer showcases her craft with beautifully designed 

functional pieces- each one uniquely crafted and unlike the other. Her 

whimsical designs are the perfect gift for that special someone who is 

looking for a piece of art that can be enjoyed everyday! Too cold to head 

outside? You can shop a selection of our products online to have shipped 

to your home or for in store pick up another day. Shop local at METC’s 

store and support our ongoing mission for the public. 

H a n d m a d e  Po t t e r y  a t  M u s e u m  S t o r e  

  

M a r c h  i s  M e m b e r s h i p  M o n t h !  

March is Membership Month @ METC!! And to celebrate, we are excited to announce a partnership with the 

Park Avenue Club.   METC Members will enjoy a complimentary lunch and tour of the newly renovated Park 

Avenue Club during the month of March!  This building was once a working dairy barn built in 1894 by the Sisters 

of Charity from St. Elizabeth’s. In 1994, the buildings were restored and transformed into the Park Avenue Club. 

Through their foundation, this unique private dining club provides support for thirteen local nonprofit 

organizations, fulfilling their mission of “offering the highest level of member experience while celebrating ‘The 

Spirit of Giving’ in our community.” The museum joined the Park Avenue Foundation in 2018 as a beneficiary and 

named charity.  

This opportunity is open to members of METC only.  To enjoy this exclusive partnership, please contact Maureen 

McGuire at the Park Avenue Club or email info@metc.org. Want to become a member? Contact METC today! 



Mr. & Mrs. David Axelrod 
Ms. Astri Baillie & Mr. John Kimball 
Mr. Joseph L. Balwierczak 
Mr. Victor Baran & Ms. Dawn Ortell 
Bergenfield Public Library 
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Bone 
Mrs. Nancy Bruce 
Mr. & Mrs. James E. Burnet 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Caulfield 
Ms. Diane Celler-Samiljan 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert W. Chapman 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Clark 
Mr. & Mrs. William Clossey 
Ms. Daniela Correia 
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy Fitzsimmons 
Mr. & Mrs. John Forte 
Mr. & Mrs. James Foster 
Mrs. Kathryn Fox 
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Fuhro 
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Grant 
Ms. Marion O. Harris 
Ms. Kathleen Havens 

Mr. Paul S. Herendeen 
Ms. Ruth Herr 
Mr. & Mrs. Rodger Herrigel 
Mr. & Mrs. H. Mike Hilgendorff 
Mr. & Mrs. John Hogan 
Mr. & Mrs. Herman Huber 
Mr. & Mrs. Rocco Iossa 
Mr. Thomas H. Judd 
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Lang 
Mr. David P. Langlois 
Ms. Kathryn Lentini 
Mr. & Mrs. William List 
Mr. & Mrs. Joe Loudermilk 
Ms. Lenore Luckey 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Manning 
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Marcy 
Ms. I. Maroney & Mr. C. Bergamasco 
Mr. & Mrs. John Meek 
Mr. & Mrs. Alan Moors 
Mr. & Mrs. Munkel 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Pierson 
 

Dr. Samantha Posner &  
       Mr. Andrew Hickman 
Randolph Township Public Library  
Mr. Thomas Reilly & Mrs. Elizabeth Lee 
Mr. & Mrs. Lloyd Rosevear 
Ms. Judith B. Seery 
Ms. Andrea Shenocca 
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin R. Smith 
Mr. & Mrs. John Solu 
Mr. David Strand 
Mr. & Mrs. William Sweeney, Jr. 
Summit  Free Public Library 
Ms. Mai-Ning Thayer 
Mr. & Mrs. Samuel Turvey 
Mr. & Mrs. Edward K. von der Linde 
Mrs. Ellen Vreeland 
Mr. Harold Garwin & Ms. Meg Wastie 
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Wildove 
 
 
*As of 2-1-2020 
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T h a n k  y o u  f o r  Yo u r  S u p p o r t  
New & Renewing Members and Donors to the Annual Appeal* 
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M a d i s o n ,  N J  0 7 9 4 0  

M u s e u m  o f  E a r l y  T r a d e s  &  C r a f t s  
founded by Edgar & Agnes Land in 1969 with their  

original collection of over 8,000 artifacts. 
 

O u r  V i s i o n  
Sharing the past, imagining the future. 

 

O u r  M i s s i o n  
To inspire a connection with New Jersey’s history, 

culture, trades, and crafts. 
 

A c k n o w l e d g e m e n t s  
METC gratefully acknowledges generous funding 
from: The Fred W. Bruehne Trust • Borough of 

Madison • The Charles L. Read Foundation • Hyde 
& Watson Foundation • Madison Rotary • Madison 
Downtown Development Commission • Investors 
Foundation • Morris County Historic Preservation 
Trust • New Jersey Council for the Humanities • 

Orange Orphan Society • PSE&G• The Park 
Avenue Foundation• The E.J. Grassmann Trust 

• Provident Bank 
 

The Museum of Early Trades & Crafts receives an 
operating support grant from the New Jersey 

Historical Commission,  
a division of the Department of State. 
 
 
 
 
 

M E T C  B o a r d  o f  T r u s t e e s  
Thomas Judd, Chair 

Ronald H. Partizian, Vice Chair 
Tyler Merson, Secretary 

Irene Maroney, Treasurer 
Andrew B. Boles 

Rodger K. Herrigel 
Christon S. Kellogg 

Michael Schloff 
Virginia Wilson 

Ex-Officio 
The Honorable Bob Conley, Mayor of Madison 

 

A d v i s o r s  t o  t h e  B o a r d  
Nino Coviello 
Stacy Russo 
David Strand 

 

M E T C  S t a f f  
Deborah Farrar Starker 

Executive Director 
 

Angelica Diggs 
Assistant Director, Operations 

 
Hilary May 

Curator of Education 
 

Nancy Phillippi 
Bookkeeper 

 
Jennifer Reilly 

Communications Coordinator 
 

P a t r o n  S e r v i c e s  A s s o c i a t e s  
Marisa Vaughan, Daniela Correia, Kelly Klingman, 

Ellen Vreeland, Amy Zavecz 
 

E d u c a t o r s  
Kathleen Brennan Barrett,  Pat Barrett, Ellen Krell, 

Griselle Casasola 
 

V o l u n t e e r s  
Diane Celler-Samiljan 

Or Current Resident 

Museum of Early Trades & Crafts      9 Main Street, Madison, NJ 07940      973-377-2982      fax: 973-377-7358      www.metc.org 


