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“Working the Land: Life, Family & Change in 
Early 1800s New Jersey” Opens at METC 

On April 26, the Museum of Early Trades & Craft’s first new permanent 
exhibit since 1997 opened to the public. Working 
the Land: Life Family & Change in Early 1800s New 
Jersey tells the story of our connection to the 
earth, and how early New Jerseyans lived, worked, 
and played. But not all their stories were happy 
stories.   Life was hard.  And while most people 
worked together willingly, some of the people had 
no choice.  The enslavement of human beings in 
the 1800s continues to be a tragic part of our own 
history. Our immersion into 19th century farm life 
gave us a deeper appreciation for environmental 
issues that affect us in the 21st century; particularly 

how precious this land is and how much it gives us in return.   

Through this exhibit, we hope you come away with a 
deeper understanding of this place and the people who 
came before us, the Lenni Lenape who were the first 
people, the settlers, the immigrants, and the families. 

To Market, To Market. One 

of the many interactive 

pieces of the exhibit 
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F r o m  t h e  D i r e c t o r :   

Whose Museum is it Anyway? 

In the current edition of Exhibition, a museum professional journal published by the 
American Alliance of Museums, the focus is on exhibition making and the behind the 
scenes process.  As METC unveils its new permanent installation, Working the Land: 
Life, Family & Change in Early 1800s New Jersey, we are using this newsletter to share 
with you, our members, donors, partners and friends some of the behind the scenes 
work that has been going on here for the last year.  In the pages throughout this 
newsletter you will see photos of various stages of the installation process — the exhibit 
opened on April 26, 2019!   The process of exhibit development is a long one, with most 
of the work happening on paper, in meetings and through long brainstorming sessions 
with hours and hours of research.   But once the exhibit starts to take form as the 

installation gets under way, well that's really when the fun (and stress!!) really begins. The exhibit team worked 
closely together to make sure that the vision we had at the beginning still came through in the final product.  
Seeing a project that we've been working on for nearly two years actually come to life is so rewarding and so 
exciting and we are eager for you to see it and  to share it with you.  

Because, in the end, the exhibit we create is not for us, but for you-- this is your museum and it is our job to tell 
the stories about people, just like you,  who lived here in New Jersey hundreds of years ago.  It's important that  
these stories resonate with  life today, and we believe it  is important for people to see themselves and their 
culture represented in the galleries and exhibits of museums.  One of the long held standards  of museums is that 
we are stewards of our resources held in the public trust; and we have an obligation to serve the public through 
education and preservation of our collective histories.  It is our sincere hope that METC's new exhibit will serve 
you well and METC will continue to be a forum for community engagement. 

- Deborah Farrar Starker 

T h e  C h a i r m a n’ s  L e t t e r  

Deborah Farrar Starker, METC 

Executive Director 

Do Museums Grow Old? 

People grow old and die. But how about museums? They may die for various reasons - 
poor management, finances, loss of relevance, etc. But it doesn't have to happen and 
maintaining vigorous life in our museum is constantly on our minds. 

METC is a corporation - a legal entity with some of the characteristics of a person. In 
fact the word comes from the Latin corpus, which means body. But growing old and 
dying is not a part of the legal definition. With proper care a nonprofit corporation can 
live on, well beyond the lives of its founders. 

So how does METC remain alive and vibrant? We make additions or replacements to our 
staff as needed. We manage our board the same way, and we care for our historic building, our collection, and 
our programming. We're currently considering our strategic plan, the most important factor in keeping any 
organization alive. We need to know who we are, what we should be doing, and where we want to be in the 
future. 

You've already seen the results of the external renovation of our building. It now looks much like it did on opening 
day in 1900. If you've visited lately you may have met some of our new staff members. And there's more to come. 
Our newest permanent exhibit opened at the end of April, with a new special exhibit due in June. 

So come see us, and observe how a museum can live on without growing old! 

- Thomas H. Judd 

Thomas H. Judd, METC Board Chair 



JUNE 

MAY 
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Thursday, May 16, 2019 
Storytime @ the Museum 
Time: 4:00pm-5:00pm 
Cost: $5 per child 
Stories come alive at METC! Come to the museum 
dressed as your favorite storybook character and join us as 
we read some of our favorite stories. We will also make 
crafts inspired by several beloved children’s stories. Feel 
free to bring your favorite book. We will read as many 
stories as we can! Registration is required. This event is 
suitable for children ages 2-6.  

Thursday, June 6, 2019 
Narrative Threads Artist Panel 
Time: 6:30-8:30 PM 
Cost: $8 per person ($5 for members) 
Join textile artists Helen Kaar, Linda Rae Coughlin, and 
Elisa Kessler Caporale for a panel discussion and showcase 
of their respective works. The panel discussion will 
highlight the evolution of traditional techniques of hooked 
rugs, woven textiles, and quilting, to contemporary 
interpretations and approaches. Light refreshments served. 
Registration recommended as space is limited. 
 

Friday, June 28 
Downtown Concert Series - Rosewood 
Time: 6pm 
Cost: Free 
METC’s Downtown Concert Series sponsored by the 
DDC is back! First up is Rosewood. They have a synergy 
that unites an audience, young and old, with a powerful 
spirit of friendship and family fun.  
 
 

JULY 

V I S IT  U S  ONLINE  AT  METC. ORG OR  C ALL  973-377- 2982  FOR  M ORE  I NFORMATION   

C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S  

Friday, July 12, 2019 
Downtown Concert Series - Zaire Band 
Time: 6pm 
Cost: Free 
The best of classic rock with strong harmonies reminiscent 
of The Eagles and Crosby, Stills & Nash, Tom Petty, Radio-
head, and more. 
 
Saturday, July 13, 2019 
Ice’d Cream Family Fun Day 
Time: 1-4pm 
Join METC for a day of fun as culinary historian Deborah 
Peterson demonstrates how to make colonial “ice’d 
creams.” Sample some colonial and modern flavors while 
enjoying family friendly activities and entertainment. Stay 
tuned for more info! 
 
 

Friday, July 26 
Downtown Concert Series - Brynn Stanley 
Time: 6pm 
Cost: Free 
Brynn Stanley will charm audiences with standards from 
The Great American Songbook with her smooth, silky 
voice. A unique blend of classic vocalists like Ella Fitzgerald 
with modern stars like Norah Jones.   

 
August 2019  
All camps run from 10:00am-2:00pm 
Cost: $50 for a one-day camp; $100 for a two-day camp 
(member & sibling discounts available) 
August 14 & 15: Sweet Treats 
August 20: Nature Art 
August 21: Trades of METC 
August 22 & 23: Junior Archaeologist 
August 27 & 28: 1960s 
For more information and to register, please visit http://
www.metc.org/summer-camps-2 

METC Summer Camp  
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J o i n  u s  i n  
W e l c o m i n g  

M E T C ’ s  N e w  
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  

C o o r d i n a t o r  

J e n n i f e r  R e i l l y , 
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s 
Coordinator, joined the 
staff at METC in February. 
Jennifer graduated from 
Lycoming College in 2016 
with a bachelor’s degree in 
a r c h a e o l o g y  a n d 
communications. She is a 
graduate of Seton Hall 
Univers i ty ’ s  Museum 
Profess ions  master ’ s 
program; graduating in 
August 2018. Most recently 
she completed an e-
internship with the National 
Gallery of Art where she 
helped create content for 
the social media pages and 
helped edit the Web 
Highlights project on their 
website.  “I am excited to 
have the opportunity to 
work at METC during this 
exciting time. Between our 
new exhibit and METC’s 
50th anniversary I cannot 
wait to help engage the 
community in METC’s 
dynamic exhibits and rich 
history.” 

One of our newest educators, Griselle Casasola, has a 
passion for education and languages. Those two passions 
collided here at METC and had a big impact on a special 
class of elementary school students. 

Griselle was born in Narjanito,Puerto Rico and studied 
Preschool and Elementary  Education with certifications 
in preschool, K-3, and 4-6 grade education at the 
University of Puerto Rico, Bayamon.  After moving to 
New Jersey, she worked in several private schools as a 
teaching assistant. She learned English in school growing up and is fully bilingual. 
Griselle has always loved history and learned a lot from her grandfather who would 
tell his stories about his service in World War II.  

Griselle has been part of the METC staff since February.  She has been learning about 
METC’s many education programs and has helped lead many of our school programs. 
One very special program was a scholarship school from Newark on April 3. Many of 
the children are recent immigrants from Central and South America and spoke little 
to no English. Griselle went above and beyond, conducting the class in Spanish, 
helping the children understand the program and engaging them in the activities. One 
of the children told her “I’m happy and I’m having fun.”  With Griselle’s help, METC is 
looking forward to expanding our bilingual offerings for our educational programs. “It 
is important to teach children to remember and appreciate the past,” says Griselle, 
“It brings me joy that this is part of my job.” 

Meet Griselle Casasola!  

“A surprise greeted visitors on their entrance into the reference li-
brary. On the wall hung a magnificent and lifelike portrait of Mr. 
James. The portrait [. . .] will grow mellow with age but for years to 
come will show to succeeding generations the benevolent features of 
their fellow townsman.”- Madison Eagle, June 1, 1900 

120 years ago, philanthropist D. (Daniel) Willis James sponsored 
the construction of the James Library building, home to the first 
public library in Madison. To celebrate this endeavor, a portrait of 
Mr. James was commissioned to be painted by Daniel Huntington, 
a portrait and landscape painter who often worked in the style of 
the Hudson River School. The painting originally adorned the 
space above the mantle in the library and was moved to the li-
brary’s new quarters on Keep Street in the late 1960s.  

This past April, the painting was returned to its original location above the mantle – which now 
serves as METC's Trustee’s Room. It is on loan to us courtesy of our colleagues from the Madi-
son Public Library. What better way to honor Mr. James’s philanthropic spirit and commemorate 
the 120th anniversary of the James Library building! 

Mr. James retuned to his  original 

home above our fireplace! 

T h e  R e t u r n  o f  M r.  J a m e s  
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S c h o l a r s h i p  F u n d i n g  f o r  E d u c a t i o n  P r o g r a m s  

The METC Education Department is always seeking to expand its reach and to 
engage new and more diverse audiences. These efforts have been aided by the 

availability of scholarship funds, thanks to the 
generosity of donors at METC's annual 
fundraiser. These funds have allowed METC 
to offer its dynamic and hands-on programs to 
many visitors, who would be otherwise 
unreachable, by covering the program fees 
and bus costs.  

Among the groups benefitting from these 
funds are a number of Newark Schools, with students ranging in age from 
kindergartners from Benjamin Franklin and First Ave. Schools to 8th graders from 
American History High School. These students go on few if any field trips - one 
teacher noted that they haven't taken a field trip in about 5 years - and are also much 
less likely to regularly visit museums with their families than other students who visit. 
It is extremely rewarding to witness how excited, engaged and interested these 
children are during their time in the museum. The scholarship funding has also 
brought students from schools in Jersey City and Passaic to the museum and as the 
funding increases each year, METC is able to 
offer these opportunities to more and more 
schools and students.  

Scholarship funding has also allowed the METC 
Education Department to develop a strong 
relationship with both ECLC of Chatham, in 
particular their PRIDE program, and ARC of 
Union County. These organizations both offer 
excellent programs for youth and adults living 
with mental and physical disabilities.  The 
METC Education Department has been thrilled to be able to assist them in their 
work by providing a wide range of interactive and customized programming. 

We look forward to further expanding our reach in future years and to strengthening 
our  relationships with these facilities and schools. 

 
Follow METC on  

Social Media 

Stay up to date with all 
the happenings at METC! 

Facebook 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Museum of Early Trades 

& Crafts 
 

Instagram 
 

 
 
 
 

@metcnj 
 

Twitter 
 

@metcnj 
 

We love to see your 
pictures from your visits 

to METC! Make sure 
you tag us @metcnj or 
use #metcnj on your 

photos.  
 

We’ll share some of our 
favorites!  

Coming Soon: Sweet Treats 

Food brings us together, and is a common denomina-
tor that we all share. On June 25, 2019, METC will 
open a new temporary exhibit titled Sweet Treats: 
Desserts and Delicacies from the Garden State . The 
exhibit will indulge visitors in the rich culinary tradi-
tions - the foods, desserts, and delicacies - that find 
their roots here in the Garden State. Drawing from 
local historic recipes from the 18th-19th centuries, 
the exhibit will also feature many of the tools and 
cookware used to create these sweet treats.  
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Tr e a t  Yo u r s e l f  a t  O u r  M u s e u m  S h o p  

The long awaited completion of the masonry restoration for our beautiful historic building took place this 

spring! For several months, stone along the entrance archway has been missing blocks that needed to be 

fabricated and brought back for installation. At the end of March, we received the 

good news that our stone was in and ready to be installed. A lot of time was 

spent preparing the archway for the stone to be re-attached into the empty 

spaces with stainless steel pins and anchoring details.  Once the stones were in, 

the artwork began. A modern day Michelangelo working with the museum’s 

general contractors,  Alden Bailey was on site to carve the pattern right onto the 

stone to match the existing historic design.  The artist spent hours perfecting the 

details,  relying on his skills and patience with powered carving tools to make it 

happen. As Glenn Crooker, Jr. Vice President of Alden Bailey said it, “he has the 

hands.”  Typically, a computer is used to carve the stone, but METC’s stonework 

has such an intricate design, only hand carving could replicate it! Staff gathered 

outside to watch the process, as this kind of restoration work does not happen 

every day -- and certainly was an event to see here at METC! 

METC will continue to partner with Historic Building Architects, Madison Open Space, Recreation and Historic 

Preservation Trust and the Morris County Historic Preservation Trust as we turn our sights to the interior 

conservation work needed.  Stay tuned as we unravel some of the mysteries of the interior finishes and dive into 

historical research to guide us in this process. 

N o t  Yo u r  O r d i n a r y  A r t i s t !  

Doing the detail work on the stone! 

 
 

As summer quickly approaches, our shop has a great selection of items to 
pamper yourself or a special person in your life. New to our shop are The 
Mad Crafter sugar scrubs made by our very own Weekend Patron Services 
Associate, Kelly Klingman. The blend of organic coconut oil, organic cane 
sugar, vitamin E oil, and all natural fruit and essential oil helps exfoliate the 
skin leaving it deliciously soft. These scrubs can be used on your body, 
face, and lips making it the perfect multitasking product!  

 

Some behind the scenes shots of Working the Land: Life, Family & Change in Early 1800s New Jersey being installed. Special thanks to  our exhibit team 

Ellen Snyder-Grenier, Daniel Schnur, Deborah Farrar-Starker, Karen Spicer, Hilary May, Jody Graff, Sean Benetin, Tim Cramer, Brian Beaton , and Hans 

Datz for all of their hard work on the exhibit! 
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Mr. & Mrs. William Clossey 

Mr. Tom Dartnell 

Ms. Rebecca Fields 

The Honorable Rodney  
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Mr. Thomas H. Judd 

Mr. Richard Kamin 

Mr. Christon S. Kellogg &  

       Ms. Helen Kaar 

Mr. & Mrs. Frank Lang 

Ms. Maria Lupo 
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      Mr. C. Bergamasco 
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Mr. Tyler Merson &  
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Mr. & Mrs. Alan Moors 

Ms. Marilyn Musielski 

Dr. & Mrs. Robert A. Newhouse 

Mr. & Mrs. Benjamin E. Ostrom 

Mr. & Mrs. Charles A. Pascarella 

Mrs. Peggy Philp 

Ms. Linnea Rhodes 

Mr. & Mrs. Lloyd Rosevear 

Mr. & Mrs. Stacy Russo 

Ms. Paula Scerbo 

Mr. & Mrs. Nelson Schaenen, Jr. 

Mr. Michael Schloff &  

       Ms. Elizabeth Hochberg 

Ms. Chris Schorr 

Mr. & Mrs. Kevin R. Smith 

Mr. & Mrs. Allan Staats 

Dr. I. Starker &  

      Mrs. D. Farrar Starker 
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Mr. & Mrs. Richard Tierney 

Mr. & Mrs. Samuel Turvey 

Dr. Richard Veit 

Ms. Martha Wells &  

       Ms. Patricia Wells 

  

Become an METC Member Today! 

Our members are the support structure of the Museum of Early Trades & Crafts. Members are partners in 

our mission to tell the story of early settlers’ lives and to preserve and explore the timeless cultural values of 

pre-industrial society in America.  Become a member online at www.metc.org. 

 

Individual Membership Benefits 

 Free admission throughout the year  

 Invitations to exclusive members-only events 

 Special discounts in the METC gift shop 

 Monthly members-only updates 

Family Membership 

 All member benefits for one year 

 All adults living at the same address and all children and/or 

grandchildren under 18 years old. 

Patron Membership 
 All family member benefits for one year 

 Rent the James Library Building for private events 

 Receive the benefits of The North American Reciprocal 

Association (NARM) membership.  

Library Museum Pass Program 
 For libraries and other institutions looking to offer benefits to their patrons 

 The pass included in this membership admits up to two adults, and all children in the family under age 18 

The North American Reciprocal Association (NARM) 

Over 1,000 arts, cultural and historical institutions, botanical gardens, children’s 
museums, science and technology centers. Members receive free admission and 
discounts at participating NARM organizations. 
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Museum of Early Trades & Crafts  
founded by Edgar & Agnes Land in 1969 with their  

original collection of over 8,000 artifacts. 
 

Mission Statement 
Our mission is to foster the understanding, 

cultivation, and appreciation of America’s past by 
presenting and interpreting the history, culture, and 

lives of the inhabitants of New Jersey from its earliest 
settlement through the present day. 
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