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2020  V i s ion  METC ’s  V i r t ua l  B e ne f i t   

This year, METC’s annual benefit looked a 

little different than years past. Our first ever 

virtual benefit, 2020 Vision was held on 

November 5th where our guests were 

virtually treated to a night of entertainment , 

stories, and a “Party in a Box,” provided by 

Heathy Italia and Gary’s Wine & 

Marketplace. 

2020 Vision raised nearly $30,000 for 

METC’s Scholarship Fund.  All the funds 

raised will directly benefit thousands of students, senior adults, and 

people living with disabilities, providing them with free access to our 

museum programs. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, many of these 

programs will be delivered virtually, allowing people of all ages and 

abilities to engage with history  in a safe and meaningful way.  

The evening was emceed by actor and comedian Jim Conroy who 

kept the audience laughing through the screen. METC was joined by 

several special guests including Congresswoman Mikie Sherrill and 

Madison Mayor Bob Conley, who have been strong advocates for arts 

and culture in New Jersey. Viewers were also treated to a beautiful 

aria by soprano Jennifer Welch-Babidge directly from METC’s Main 

Gallery. The Broadway production of Hamilton’s very own General 

George Washington, Tamar Greene, also had a message of support 

for the museum’s work and scholarship 

program.  

We are so very appreciative of the support 

from our lead sponsors, Edward Jones, 

PSE&G, Nisivoccia, Benjamin F. Edwards and 

Company, the Madison Area YMCA, Herrigel, 

Bolan & Poy LLP, Irene Maroney, Sanford 

Insurance, Maplewoodshop, Thomas Judd, 

Provident Bank, Stacy Russo CPA, and Haven 

Bank as well as all who participated and 

donated to our scholarship fund.  

I n  Th i s  I s sue  

Hamilton’s Tamar Greene 

METC’s “Party in a Box!” 
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F r o m  t h e  D i r e c t o r  
Difficult roads most often lead to exciting destinations.  Over the last eight months, 
METC has been through quite a wild journey.  State laws mandated we close our doors 
in March, which required staff to work remotely, and consequently, our revenue took a 
precipitous drop compelling us to quickly discover a new way to engage our 
community.  But as I look toward the end of this horrible year, I realize that through 
every phase of this pandemic, we’ve confronted the problem and figured out how to 
adapt to a constantly changing environment, working out new ideas and strategies to 
engage our communities and provide resources and educational opportunities for 
people throughout New Jersey. 

I am immensely proud of how our staff responded to the needs of our students, senior 
adults, and families. We created a new METC at Home page on our website, providing 
young people with creative activities based on some of our most popular programs. 

Over the summer our curriculum based lesson plans were made available to all educators for use in virtual 
classrooms and our staff re-imagined our on-site programs by developing new virtual field trip options for schools.  
In a collaboration with the NY Historical Society we installed in our annex windows the exhibit, Black Citizenship in 
the Age of  Jim Crow, enabling visitors to safely engage from outside the museum. And just recently we hosted our 
first virtual benefit, raising much needed funds for our scholarship programs.     

I am thankful for the technology and resources that have made it possible for us to engage our audiences with a 
“digital first” approach during this global disruption.  But as I look down this difficult road still ahead, I yearn for the 
time when we can once again welcome students and visitors and researchers to explore, firsthand all that our 
museum has to offer.  Clearly, the digital experiences are here to stay, and I welcome this new engagement 
opportunity that can increase access to museums.  But I want to see our buildings filled with exuberant visitors, 
fully immersed in the moment, experiencing learning with all their senses.  This is the destination we are heading 
for, and I invite you to join us to be part of this excitement in 2021! Wishing you all a happy, healthy, and safe 
holiday season. 

- Deborah Farrar Starker 

N e w  M e m be r s h i p  B e ne f i t s  a t  M E TC  
Since many of us are staying home for the holidays this year, METC is 

offering first-time membership opportunities and discounts for residents to 

explore the museum. First-time individual members will receive two free 

passes to bring friends to visit METC, Family Level Members will receive a 

reusable shopping tote perfect for shopping local this season and Patron 

Level Members will receive an insulated wine tote as well as a membership 

to the  North American Reciprocal Museum program. All levels of 

membership include free admission, discounts in our museum store and 

free METC virtual and in person special programs. A membership to one of 

New Jersey’s premier history museums is the perfect gift to give this 

holiday season as it supports history education right in our own backyard. 

For those who are looking to continue to support METC by renewing their current membership, METC is 

offering two-year membership specials at a discounted rate. For more information on METC’s membership 

program, visit www.metc.org/become-a-member. 
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Calendar of Events 

Virtual Program:  
Ellis Island and Contagious-Infectious Diseases  
December 16, 2020 7pm 
Free for METC Members/ $10 Non-members 
Join METC and Save Ellis Island to explore how the Ellis 
Island United States Public Health Service Hospital and 
officials cared for immigrants with Contagious-Infectious 
Diseases and helped to prevent the outbreak of various 
illnesses.  Pre-registration is required. 
 

Virtual Program:  
History of Merck’s Commitment to Improve Public Health 
February 4, 2021, 7pm 
Free for METC Members/ $10 Non-members 
Discover the long history of Merck and learn how they 
navigated past pandemics through the eyes of this 
pharmaceutical company from 1895 to thru 1990s.  
Pre-registration is required.  
 

For more information on these events  or to register please visit www.metc.org.  

METC’s  Education Department has pivoted to providing almost all programs virtually this fall, including specially 
designed “virtual field trips” to school children. Many of these programs have engaged schools in the Oranges free 
of charge, thanks to the generous funding METC receives every year from the Orange Orphan Society.  

While nothing can replace the experience of a hands-on field trip at the museum, METC’s live interactive 
experiences are engaging students of all ages, just as our traditional field trips typically do. 
Whether students are acting out the chores of a typical child from the early 1800s, or 
discussing the lessons and inspiration we can gain from New Jersey activists through history, 
these curriculum-based programs provide students with a break from their usual routine and 
an escape from the virtual world of learning as they imagine themselves in another time and 
place. 

METC’s Education Department has also been able to meet the needs of a number of area 
scout troops through socially-distanced programs conducted either outside or in the new 
Education Annex. We’ve even delivered virtual scout programs! Through these efforts, scouts 
can have an engaging and hands-on experience that allows them to still express their 
boundless creativity, despite the current constraints. 

V i r tu a l  F i e l d  Tr i p s  &  Prog ra m s  B r i n g  H i s t o ry  t o  L i f e  

Thank You to the Madison Area YMCA for their 

support of our virtual benefit! 

Thank You to Herrigel, Bolan & Poy LLP for their generous 

support of 2020 Vision 

One of our virtual scout 

program participants! 

http://www.metc.org
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C o l l e c t i o n  H i g h l i g h t  
Cholera to COVID-19: Epidemics, Pandemics, & Disease opened in September. Since 

its opening visitors have enjoyed the timely and informational exhibit. Several objects 

in this exhibit showcase the tools utilized by medical practitioners in the 19th century. 

One object that is quite unique is a scrapbook filled with handwritten prescriptions. 

Most of these prescription pads date from 1870 – 1871 and feature the following New 

Jersey businesses:  "W. Fletcher Muchmore, Druggist and Apothecary, Near the 

Depot, Madison N.J.”  "Park Drug Store; H.H. Becker, Druggist and Apothecary, 

Corner Park and South St., Morristown NJ." and "Van Wagner & Co. Druggists, 

Madison NJ" 

Van Wagner & Co. Druggists of Madison also advertised in 

receipt books, or recipe books. This advertisement (METC-

9321) is featured on the back page of Mrs. Winslow's Domestic Receipt Book, for 1878. 

Similar to advice manuals, bloggers or influencers, and magazines of today, receipt books 

contained recipes for food or insight on how to mix paint or clean specific garments or 

materials. Note how Van Wagner & Co notes they are “dealers in drugs, medicines, 

chemicals, toilet and fancy articles,” while also including at the bottom of their 

advertisement “physicians’ prescriptions carefully compounded at all hours.” It seems 

pharmacies have not changed much from the late 19th century to present day! 

Visit METC to see the scrapbook up close and try to decipher the curious concoctions 

created by the pharmacists of the 19th century.  

G r e e t i n g s  Fr o m  H i s t o r i c  M a d i s o n  a t  t h e  A n n ex  
A new exhibit is coming to our Education Annex windows! Greetings from 
Historic Madison features a selection of historic images of Madison from the 

late 19th and early 20th century.  

As the holiday season approaches, Madison residents  are used to seeing their 

town resemble a scene out of a Hallmark movie. Typically, this time of year 

everyone in the community gathers to see the annual Christmas Parade on 

Main Street, crowds around Waverly Place to view the annual Tree Lighting 

Ceremony, visits Madison’s very own Santa, and strolls around the festive 

downtown. However, the Rose City may look a bit different this year due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  

Although life has changed this year due to the pandemic, Madison remains a stalwart of consistency. Local 

businesses continue to offer innovative ways to enjoy their services while signs around town encourage 

Madisonians to “stick together” and “don’t give up.” METC hopes this exhibit offers inspiration and conjures up 

feelings of bygone days in this quaint little town. Upon viewing these lovely scenes, maybe you’ll be able to spot a 

few historic Madison landmarks. Visitors can scan a QR code on the posters to access a free map of historic 

Madison and to help you find some of the modern day locations of these historic images! 

METC is grateful to Barbara and Ralph Romano who graciously lent METC historic postcards from their vast 

collection and to Rob Dunne for his knowledge of Madison, NJ history.  
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I n t e r n  Pr o j e c t s  i n  Fu l l  S w i n g  

This fall, METC is fortunate to have  three interns assisting the museum staff in completing 

various projects and learning about non profits and history.  

Jessica Brazeau is a Madison High School senior who will be with the museum all year as 

part of the high school’s internship program. Here’s what Jessica had to say about her 

internship, “History has always been a passion of mine. I love learning about the cultures 

and people that have shaped society, thus when my high school offered an opportunity for 

me to intern at the Museum of Early Trades & Crafts, I jumped at the chance. Working at 

METC, I have learned so many valuable skills that will help me advance my future career in 

Anthropology. These skills range from how to handle artifacts to how to organize and 

create museum exhibits which I will need when I do or present research in the future. Currently, I am working on 

two large projects: packing artifacts in order to move them into storage and creating digital copies for all of our 

research archives so that they can be accessed easier for future research. Both of these projects have been 

incredible to work on and I learn from the various artifacts I pack or documents I upload everyday.  While I love 

learning through the various projects I work on, I also love to learn from the staff at METC. The all female staff at 

METC empowers and inspires me everyday to push to achieve my goals in life. “ 

Amanda McGrady graduated from Seton Hall Museum Professions Master's 

program in 2019 and has been assisting our Curator of Collections with various 

collections projects. Here’s Amanda’s take on her internship, “ When I heard 

METC was looking for assistance in a collections project I was excited to hop on 

board and lend a hand in helping. Since I completed my grad school program I 

have been working to further my hands-on experience handling and managing 

collections with diverse mediums and purposes. As an intern I am able to sort 

through the collections, pack, track, and eventually assist in a detailed inventory as the storage area is being 

prepared for renovations. I absolutely adore working with curator Shelley Cathcart on this project! She has been 

teaching me about what the collection objects are and how they were utilized while also allowing me time to 

exercise the best practices and strategies I've learned in the past. I am excited to continue working with METC 

collections and staff as I further my experience in collections management and registration.” 

Caroline Mull is a Junior at Drew University majoring in history. She is helping METC 

organize and transcribe our archival collection. Here’s what Caroline says about her 

internship, “I chose METC because the project that they had outlined was very 

intriguing and, at the time, I had hoped to get out of my house to gain some sort of 

real experience working in a museum to see if that is truly what I want focus on for 

my career. Currently I am going through a drive full of images and scans of papers in 

the museum’s collections to determine what is scanned and transcribed.  I loved the 

varied tasks in this position, I feel like I am getting a good idea of how it would feel to work in a small museum such 

as this. When organizing things, I get a sense of satisfaction seeing a very nicely filled in document overflowing with 

details and dates.  Getting to work in the beautiful building where the museum is located is definitely a perk, 

however so is the varied daily experiences that I get to see and the people I get to work with.  While everyone has 

a different skill set, there is always overlap and everyone works together wonderfully.” 
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Re s t o r a t i o n  U p d a t e s  &  N e w  Pr o j ec t s  A h e a d  

This summer METC was awarded a grant from Morris County Historic Preservation Trust and a match from the 

Madison Open Space Recreation and Historic Preservation Fund for the continued restoration of the historic 

James Library building. The grant is a continuation of a long-term Preservation Plan created by the museum in 

2012 to ensure that the building, which is owned by the Borough of Madison, would continue to be preserved for 

future generations.  This project phase will focus on Interior conservation work of the decorative finishes using 

infrared thermal analysis, paint and salts analysis, cleaning and desalination, and the eventual conservation of the 

original decorative paint. This unique conservation project will enable METC to work with onsite conservators of 

EverGreene Architectural Arts Inc. of Brooklyn, NY over the course of the next one to two years with 

opportunities for the public to engage both in person and virtually with the work being completed. The project 

will be under the guidance of Historic Buildings Architects LLC of Trenton who have overseen the preservation 

of the James Library Building since 2012.  

We are also excited to embark upon another preservation project in the new year. For several years METC has 

been developing long-term strategic initiatives to increase public access to the museum's collection. Our home in 

the historic James Library has presented many challenges in terms of space, accessibility and preservation. Part of 

this strategy is the plan to restore and repurpose existing space in the James Library Building to rehouse all of the 

museum’s collection into one space. This modern visible storage facility will restore the James Library Building 

following the recommendations of the 2012 Preservation Plan, allow for better management and preservation of 

the collection and increased public access to the collection. METC has been awarded funding from the New 

Jersey Historic Trust with matches from Madison Open Space Recreation and Historic Preservation Fund and the 

New Jersey Historical Commission to develop a feasibility study with construction documents to design a state of 

the art visible collections storage facility. The project will be managed by Historic Building Architects LLC and 

expected to begin by January 2021.  

Thank you to Benjamin F. Edward & Co for their 

generous support of 2020 Vision. 

Thank you  

 

For Your Support! 



Mr. Anderson and Ms. Zowader 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Dean Burling 

Ms. Angelina C. Monti 
Chester Library 

Mr. & Mrs. Bill Whiting 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles A. Pascarella 

Mr. David P. Langlois 
Mr. & Mrs. David B. Luber 

Mr. & Mrs. Edward Weissner 
Mr. Everton Scott 

Mr. & Mrs. James Malcolm 
Ms. Jeanne Eisele 

Mr. & Mrs. Jefferson W. Kirby 
Mr. & Mrs. John Bunnell 

Mr. & Mrs. John Parsekian 
Ms. Karen Wong Poy 
Ms. Karen Giambra 

Mr. & Mrs. Lloyd Rosevear 
Mr. & Mrs. Lou Napolitano 

 
 
 
 

Ms. Marjorie Q. Wendell 
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Haines 
Mr. & Mrs. Underwood 

Madison Area YMCA 
Mr. Manny Alers 

Mr. Martin Barbato 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Tierney 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Jahnke 

Mr. Robert Rocco 
Mr. Ronald H. Partizian 

Mr. & Mrs. Scott Stebbins 
Mr. & Mrs. Stacy Russo 

Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Torpie 
Dr. Suzanne G. Bowles 

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Ewig 
Mr. Thomas Riddleberger 

Mr. Tom Dartnell 
Mr. Tyler Merson & Mrs. Victoria Vitarelli 

Ms. Ursula Sanjamino 
 
 

*From 8-10-20 through 11-16-20 
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T h a n k  y o u  f o r  Yo u r  S u p p o r t  
New & Renewing Members and Donors to our Annual Appeal* 

  

T h a n k  y o u  t o  a l l  w h o  d o n a t e d  t o  o u r  
2 0 2 0  V i r t u a l  B e n e f i t  

Your support of METC  through your donations and sponsorships is greatly appreciated 

Ms. Adrienne Novak 
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Boles 

Mr. Arthur Powell & Ms. Joanne Spigner 
Ms. Madaio DiStasio 

Mr. David Boles 
Mrs. Deb Coen 

Gary’s Wine & Marketplace 
Haven Savings Bank 

Healthy Italia 
Dr. I. Starker & Mrs. D. Farrar Starker 
Ms. Diane Mann & Mr. Dennis McKee 

Mr. & Mrs. Douglas Magill 
Mrs. Ellen Vreeland 

Ms. I. Maroney & Mr. C. Bergamasco 
Mr. & Mrs. James Foster 

Ms. Jenna Black 
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Vezza 

Maplewoodshop 

Dr. & Mrs. Mark Krell 
Mr. Mark Sheeleigh 

Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence Prendergast 
Mr. Paul Clarke & Ms. Mary Ellen Lenahan 

Ms. Patricia Haverland 
Mr. Patrick Rowe 

Mr. & Mrs. Prashant Reddy 
Provident Bank 

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Kunas 
Sanford Insurance 

Salvatore Mindardi Salon 
Mr. & Mrs. Stacy Russo 

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Haralampoudis 
Mr. Thomas H. Judd 

Mr. & Mrs. William Clossey 
Mr. William Diggs & Ms. Justine Mongan 

Mr. William Diggs 
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M a d i s o n ,  N J  0 7 9 4 0  

M u s e u m  o f  E a r l y  T r a d e s  &  C r a f t s  
founded by Edgar & Agnes Land in 1969 with their  

original collection of over 8,000 artifacts. 
 

O u r  V i s i o n  
Sharing the past, imagining the future. 

 

O u r  M i s s i o n  
To inspire a connection with New Jersey’s history, 

culture, trades, and crafts. 
 

A c k n o w l e d g e m e n t s  
METC gratefully acknowledges generous funding 
from: The Fred W. Bruehne Trust • Borough of 

Madison • The Charles L. Read Foundation • Hyde 
& Watson Foundation • Madison Rotary • Madison 
Downtown Development Commission • Investors 
Foundation • Morris County Historic Preservation 
Trust • New Jersey Council for the Humanities • 

Orange Orphan Society • PSE&G• The Park 
Avenue Foundation• The E.J. Grassmann Trust 
• Provident Bank • New Jersey Historic Trust 

 
 

The Museum of Early Trades & Crafts receives an 
operating support grant from the New Jersey 

Historical Commission,  
a division of the Department of State. 
 
 
 
 

M E T C  B o a r d  o f  T r u s t e e s  
Martin Barbato, Chair 

Ronald H. Partizian, Vice Chair 
Tyler Merson, Secretary 

Irene Maroney, Treasurer 
Andrew B. Boles 
Thomas H. Judd 

Rodger K. Herrigel 
Christon S. Kellogg 

Patrick Rowe 
Michael Schloff 
Virginia Wilson 

Ex-Officio 
The Honorable Bob Conley, Mayor of Madison 

 

A d v i s o r s  t o  t h e  B o a r d  
Nino Coviello 
Stacy Russo 
David Strand 

 

M E T C  S t a f f  
Deborah Farrar Starker 

Executive Director 
 

Angelica Diggs 
Assistant Director, Operations 

 

Hilary May 
Curator of Education 

 

Shelley Cathcart 
Curator of Collections 

 

 

Nancy Phillippi 
Bookkeeper 

 

Jennifer Reilly 
Communications Coordinator 

 
P a t r o n  S e r v i c e s  A s s o c i a t e s  

Marisa Vaughan, Daniela Correia, Kelly Klingman, 
Ellen Vreeland, Amy Zavecz 

 

E d u c a t o r s  
Kathleen Brennan Barrett,  Pat Barrett, Ellen Krell, 

Griselle Casasola 
 

V o l u n t e e r s  &  I n t e r n s  
Diane Celler-Samiljan, Alison Grenier-Poupel, 

Jessica Brazeau, Amanda McGrady, Caroline Mull 

Or Current Resident 

Museum of Early Trades & Crafts      9 Main Street, Madison, NJ 07940      973-377-2982      fax: 973-377-7358      www.metc.org 

The staff at METC wish you and your 

family safe and happy holidays! 


